
 
 

Scientific Poster: Size A1 
(594mm wide x 841mm high) 

 
 
How to make a scientific poster 
 

1. Highlight the title: allow a potential visitor to easily identify the subject of your work. Many people 
place a picture of the author on the poster just below the title to make it easier to identify them on the 
spot, as colleagues from different institutions usually only know each other by their surnames, not by 
their faces; 

2. Highlight the objectives and conclusions: most people look for this information first in order to 
decide how much attention they will pay to a particular poster. 

3. Use large fonts: e.g. 24 pt for the text, 34 pt for the headings and 70 pt for the title. A person should 
be able to read the poster comfortably from 1.5m away. Be careful when choosing unusual fonts, which 
may not be available at all print shops. You should preferably use sans serif fonts such as Arial, Verdana 
or Tahoma, as they are easier to read at long distances. Avoid mixing very different fonts; 

4. Diagram the different sections well: The sections should be well separated from each other in order 
to allow the viewer to recognise where each section of the work is. Posters are usually divided into 
three columns to be more reader-friendly; 

5. Illustrate the poster well: pictures should be attractive enough to catch the attention of visitors even 
without knowing what the subject of the poster is. Be careful when adjusting the contrast of the poster 
to ensure the text is legible and part of a matching colour scheme. Avoid using complex figures as a 
background. It is preferable to use plain or simple textured backgrounds. If you really want to use a 
picture as a background, make it more homogeneous by decreasing its contrast and increasing or 
decreasing its brightness. Use warm colours like red, yellow or orange for frames and cool colours like 
white and beige for text backgrounds. A good strategy is to place the main illustration of your work 
centred in the middle of the poster; 

6. Keep the text short: a good poster should have little text. Not as little as a slide show but much less 
than an article. It is preferable to use telegraphic, direct and short sentences organised into topics 
rather than long paragraphs and complex structures. There should be a greater emphasis on the 
objectives and overall conclusions. If possible, organise and present the argumentative logic of the 
introduction, objectives and conclusions in the form of diagrams, such as flow charts and Venn 
diagrams. There should be no or very few citations. 

 
These recommendations were adapted from the website (consulted on 20 October 2016): 
https://marcoarmello.wordpress.com/2012/03/13/poster/ 
  


