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Today’s world is an insecure place for many. These insecurities
are due to …


Internal political instability often involving bitter sectarian violence, with heavy human losses and
forced displacement, generating unrelenting cycles of suffering and loss



Pressures of climate change, natural disasters and health pandemics, placing considerable stress
on fragile social, political and economic systems of those least capable of responding



Widening inequalities and disparities of income and wealth across and within countries, leaving large
groups behind and marginalized

These threats, if not addressed early, can grow exponentially, spilling into all aspects of people’s lives,
destroying entire communities and resulting in more intractable crisis that often spill-over into broader
national, regional and international insecurities.
Faced with multiple insecurities, what is required is greater acknowledgement of the added value of human
security.
With human security assured, there can be national, regional and international security.

To better understand the manifestation of threats on people’s lives,
let’s consider their impact on the different areas of human security
(examples: conflicts, natural disasters, health pandemics, etc.)
w

Economic insecurity: unemployment, lack of access to credit and other economic opportunities
Food insecurity: hunger, famine
Health insecurity: deadly infectious diseases, malnutrition, lack of access to basic health care
Environmental insecurity: environmental degradation, resource depletion, pollution
Personal insecurity: violence in all its forms, lack of rights and access to opportunities
Community insecurity: inter-ethnic, religious, identity based tensions, crime, conflicts
Political insecurity: political repression, human rights abuses
Plus other insecurities as relevant

An example…

Violent conflicts



Lead to deprivation and poverty



Which in turn can lead to resource depletion



Spread of infectious diseases



Educational deficits



Social tensions



Criminality



Breakdown of institutions



Further fragility and conflicts



Etc.

w

Therefore, at its most basic level – human security recognizes three
freedoms to be fundamental to people’s lives and aspirations
w

 Freedom from fear
Threats to the safety of people
(i.e., all forms of violence)

 Freedom from want
Threats to basic needs
(i.e., economic, social and
environmental aspects of life)

 Freedom to live in dignity
Threats to human rights and by
extension access to services and
opportunities

More comprehensively – human security calls for protection and
empowerment strategies

w

 Protecting people in a

systematic, comprehensive
and preventative way,
including the establishment
of the rule of law, good
governance, social safety nets
 Empowering people so as to

develop their resilience and
their capacity to mitigate and
respond to current and future
crises

… based on the following four principles
 People-centered (focuses on the individual

and highlights the universality and primacy
of these 3 freedoms to individuals)

w

 Comprehensive (looks at the totality

of people’s sense of security — economic,
food, health, environmental, personal,
community, political, etc., … and develops
multi-sectorial solutions that bring the
expertise of different actors)
 Context-specific (no ‘one-size fits all’

but based on the specific context)
 Prevention-focused (not just fixing things

but making lasting change — looks at root
causes and considers sustainable solutions –
comprehensive, capacity building, early
warning and preventive)

The added value in applying the human security approach at the UN




promotes integrated responses that harnesses the political, humanitarian
and development work of the UN system

w programming principles such as equity,
allows for the inclusion of different
resilience, early warning, social harmony, poverty reduction, sustainability, etc.
And provides the evidence for why and how different UN and non-UN
entities must come together based on their expertise, resources and
comparative advantage

This contributes to enhancing the UN’s work, in partnership with others, towards
more resilient societies, where people are safe from chronic threats such as
natural disasters, abject poverty, disease, violence and repression, and protected
from sudden and hurtful disruptions in their daily lives

The evolution and progress of human security at the UN
1994

UNDP Human Development Report

1999

Establishment of the United Nations Trust Fund for Human Security

2000

UN Millennium Summit and Declaration

2003

Human Security Now Report by the Commission on Human Security
Establishment of the Advisory Board on Human Security

2004

Establishment of the Human Security Unit

2005

World Summit Outcome paragraph 143 on human security

20082010

General Assembly informal thematic debates on human security

2010

First report of the Secretary-General on human security (A/64/701)

2012

Second report of the Secretary-General on human security (A/66/763) PLUS GA resolution 66/290

2013

Third report of the Secretary-General on human security (A/68/685)
GA debate on Human Security including the post-2015 Development Agenda

2015

70th Anniversary of the UN: All reviews and agendas adopted highlight the importance and the added value of
the human security approach

w

70th Anniversary of the UN – Summary of reviews


Most of today’s development or humanitarian challenges arise from multiple
factors that are interconnected and mutually reinforcing



These require greater integration of activities across the United nations system and
in partnership with others -- grounded with a stronger focus on local communities,
marginalized groups and inclusive processes that are preventive and not
reactive



Through its analytical and operational framework, the application of HS reinforces
UN support to the
 achievement of Agenda 2030
 bridging the divide between humanitarian relief and development
assistance, and
 the implementation of the Sendai Framework for Disaster Risk Reduction
…… among others

Human Security and Agenda 2030 (SDGs)
SDGs are interdepended and must be addressed in an integrated manner … tackled together
and comprehensively


Challenges and solutions cannot be addressed in isolation but require comprehensive responses … this is
the hallmark of the human security approach

Reaching the most marginalized and leaving no one behind


With its emphasis on those most vulnerable, human security initiatives result in participatory and
inclusive frameworks that address the root causes of exclusion, strengthen social networks, build
resilience, improve peaceful coexistence and advance sustainable development

The SDGs require context-specific analyses at the local level





A focus on human security leads to a deeper understanding of the local context, including the root
causes of vulnerability, their inter-linkages and their combined impact
The application of human security addresses not only developmental challenges but also challenges
stemming from other factors, such as, violence, environmental degradation, etc., that impede
economic growth
This results in more proactive, targeted and sustainable outcomes that can improve the realization of
the SDGs

Bridging the divide between humanitarian relief and development
assistance
A mix of factors come together to generate situations that are often complex and multidimensional


Human security underscores the need for joint analysis, planning and implementation among
humanitarian and development organizations and provides the rationale and evidence by which to
transcend this divide.



At its core, human security is rooted in the notion that threats to people are seldom singular in nature.
Rather, a mix of factors come together to generate situations that are complex and multi-dimensional.



Such an understanding results in a response framework in which the needs, vulnerabilities and
capacitates of crises-affected countries are continually assessed, and encompasses all key
stakeholders from governments to civil society, including those responsible for emergency relief,
rehabilitation and long-term development

The need to move from delivering aid to ending need


The application of human security ensures that assistance leads to addressing the root causes of a
crisis and results in resilience building and the prevention of ‘repeat’ or ‘protracted’ crises

Implementation of the Sendai Framework
Natural disasters challenge us at numerous levels


Human security highlights the interconnectedness and the cross- sectoral consequences of natural
disasters, including their impact on livelihoods, environement, health, etc., as well as their knock-on risk
factors, such as, displacement and competition over scarce resources

Well-suited to the multifaceted challenges of natural disasters


A focus on human security expands information on the level, trend and distribution of risks and
vulnerabilities. As a result, more targeted and evidence-based adaptation, mitigation and prevention
plans can be developed at the local level. These plans can form the basis for larger-scale disaster risk
reduction strategies at the national level

Provides a tool to effectively coordinate international, national and local responses


By advocating for a more people-centered and prevention-oriented framework, human security
underscores the importance of comprehensive and multi-sectoral solutions that look at root causes,
engage all stakeholders, improve early warning systems, develop tailored adaptation, mitigation
and prevention strategies, strengthen resilience and sustain the political commitment necessary at
all levels (local, national, regional and international)

Human Security in Action

w

UN Trust Fund for Human Security
Established in 1999, to date, over 230 programmes have been funded in some
90 countries worldwide


Programmes uncover the dynamic interaction
between insecurities and how they affect the
lives of people in diverse settings across the
globe with priority given to countries and regions
where insecurities to people are most critical and
pervasive



They provide the analytical framework to address
complex challenges and promote
comprehensive responses that have led to more
effective actions by the United Nations system,
national and others partners

Strengthening rural livelihoods severely affected by climate changeinduced drought in Lesotho

w

The adverse effects of climate change have hindered Lesotho’s development in a number of areas, including agriculture and
food security, water management, public health and disaster risk reduction.
Supported by the UN Trust Fund on Human Security, a comprehensive approach was adopted accounting for the interlinkages between environment, food, health, nutrition and economic security. The project (i) increased crop production and
nutrition security through improved agricultural techniques and cropping systems; (ii) enhanced the capacity of districts,
communities and households to combat the impact of anthrax on livestock; (iii) improved health care by increasing access to
emergency care services and providing food supplements to mothers; and (iv) increased the capacity of public authorities and
local communities to adopt to and mitigate the effects of climate change. This joint endeavor reinforced the resilience of
communities by linking community-based adaptation strategies with institutional mechanisms for early warning.

The Balkans: Strengthening social harmony and promoting
inclusive and sustainable development

w

While countries across the region have made significant progress during the past two decades, the onset of sudden crises, along
with continued inter-ethnic tensions in some areas of Bosnia and Herzegovina, Kosovo and Serbia, continue to challenge
future prospects for peace and stability. In particular, marginalized groups, including ethnic minorities and displaced
individuals, living in sub-standard housing with inadequate access to water, electricity and land, are especially vulnerable.
Based on support from the UN Trust Fund for Human Security, these projects have highlighted the importance of strong social,
political, economic and legal systems that together help foster greater co-existence and social harmony. Accordingly, the
projects have strived to eliminate community, personal and economic insecurities. They do this by enhancing the capacity of
local authorities, institutions and communities to improve access to social services, strengthen community safety,
promote inter-ethnic relations, and prevent discrimination and violence.

Supporting the transition from post-conflict to sustainable
development in El Salvador

w

Following over a decade of conflict, the dividends of peace and development have been slow to reach vulnerable and
marginalized communities in the western Department of Sonsonate. To address interrelated threats, a comprehensive human
security approach was needed.
Through support from the UN Trust Fund for Human Security, an integrated programme was developed to build the capacity of
local authorities to tackle violent crime while engaging communities in efforts to regenerate urban areas. The project
underlined the importance of a comprehensive/multi-stakeholder approach that considers the root causes of violence;
addresses unemployment and early school drop outs; bolsters economic opportunities; strengthens access to adequate
housing, health and education; and engages with communities to harness trust and promote partnerships towards
individual and community security.

Where are we today?
 Clear recognition that threats to people and governments are
multi-dimensional and therefore require multi-sectoral/mutliactor design & implementation
 A growing consensus that in view of today’s complex and
evolving threats, the human security approach is both timely
and needed - - and that it






provides an improved understanding of the whole condition of
people’s lives, the insecurities they face, and their root causes;
results in more targeted, effective and efficient responses; and
allows for a stronger culture of prevention, collaboration and
responsibility by all.

Thank you
www.un.org/humansecurity/

